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Introduction to Creek Chub Lures

Creek Chub Lures have long been regarded as iconic and highly collectible items within the fishing
community. Established in the early 1900s, Creek Chub became renowned for their innovative designs,
durability, and effectiveness in attracting a variety of freshwater species. For both vintage lure collectors and
anglers seeking authentic tackle, correctly identifying Creek Chub lures is essential. Proper identification not
only enhances the appreciation of these classic baits but also impacts their value and utility. This
comprehensive guide aims to assist enthusiasts and collectors in recognizing different Creek Chub lure
models through detailed descriptions, distinctive features, and historical context.

Historical Background of Creek Chub Lures

Origins and Evolution

Founded in 1910 by Jesse Heiges in Garrett, Indiana, Creek Chub initially specialized in handmade wooden
fishing lures. Over the decades, the company innovated with new designs, incorporating metal and plastic
materials as technology evolved. Their lures became known for their lifelike finishes, unique shapes, and
effective action in water.
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Significance in the Collecting World

Vintage Creek Chub lures are highly sought after due to their craftsmanship, historical significance, and
rarity. Understanding the company's timeline and product introduction phases is vital for accurate
identification.

Key Features for Creek Chub Lure Identification

Materials Used

- Wooden Lures: Early models primarily used balsa and cedar woods, featuring painted finishes. - Metal and
Plastic: Later models incorporated metal components and, eventually, plastic bodies in the 1950s and beyond.
Shape and Size

- Creek Chub produced a variety of shapes, including minnow, shad, and baitfish profiles. - Sizes ranged from
small (around 2 inches) to larger models exceeding 6 inches.

Color Patterns and Finishes

- Common colors included silver, gold, black, and natural baitfish hues. - Finishes ranged from hand-painted,
airbrushed, to plated and lacquered surfaces.

Hardware and Components

- Types of hooks, eyes, and hardware varied over time. - Some models featured glass eyes, while others had
painted or plastic eyes.



Popular Creek Chub Lure Models and How to Identify Them

1. Creek Chub Pikie Minnow

- Introduction Period: 1930s to 1960s - Shape: Long, slender body resembling a baitfish - Size: Typically 3-4
inches - Features: - Metal lip at the front for swimming action - Hand-painted, often with realistic scales and
eye details - Common colors: silver, shad, black, and gold - Identification Tips: - Look for the elongated body
with a slightly curved profile - The presence of a metal lip and glass eyes

2. Creek Chub Wiggler

- Introduction Period: 1950s - Shape: Shorter, more rounded body - Size: Usually 2-3 inches - Features: -
Single or double hooks - Varied color schemes including natural and bright patterns - Often made from plastic
or painted wood - Identification Tips: - Notice the distinctive wiggling action during retrieval - The molded,
detailed body shape with prominent fins

3. Creek Chub Long Shiner

- Introduction Period: 1940s-1960s - Shape: Slim, elongated profile - Size: Ranges from 2.5 to 4 inches -
Features: - Metal lip for wobbling action - Hand-painted finishes - Glass eyes typical in vintage models -
Identification Tips: - Recognize the elongated, tapered body - Look for the classic "Shiner" markings,
sometimes stamped on the body

4. Creek Chub Tadpolly Minnow

- Introduction Period: 1930s-1950s - Shape: Short and stubby - Size: Around 2 inches - Features: - Small lip for
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minimal swimming action - Bright color schemes - Often with painted or glass eyes - Identification Tips: - The
compact, rounded body shape - Presence of a metal or plastic lip at the front

5. Creek Chub Baby Pikie

- Introduction Period: 1950s - Shape: Smaller version of the Pikie Minnow - Size: 2-3 inches - Features: -
Realistic paint jobs - Metal lip, glass eyes - Identification Tips: - Slightly shorter length with similar profile to
the larger Pikie

Distinguishing Features for Identification

Body Shape and Size

Different models are characterized by their specific body profiles—be it slender, rounded, or stubby. Measure
length and observe the tapering and width to differentiate models.

Color and Finish Patterns

Variations in paint schemes, such as natural baitfish mimics or bright, attractor colors, are key identifiers. Pay
attention to the finish—hand-painted, airbrushed, or plated.

Hardware and Eyes

Examine the type of hooks, the presence of glass or painted eyes, and the hardware configuration. Vintage
models often feature glass eyes, which are a hallmark of older lures.



Metal Components and Lips

Identify the presence and shape of metal lips or diving lips, which influence the lure’s swimming action. The
shape and attachment of these components are often model-specific.

Common Collector Variations and Rarities

Factory Variations

- Paint Schemes: Limited runs or special editions may feature unique paint jobs. - Eyes: Some models used
glass eyes, which are more valuable than painted ones. - Hardware: Variations in hook types and hardware
materials over the years.

Identifying Rare and Valuable Models

- Rare color schemes or limited editions - Lures in pristine condition with original hardware and paint - Early
models with unique features, such as embossed markings or unusual hardware

Tips for Authenticity and Preservation

Authentic vs. Reproduction

- Be aware of reproductions; authentic vintage Creek Chub lures typically show signs of age, such as paint
chipping or patina. - Reproductions may lack certain details like glass eyes or proper hardware.
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Preservation and Care

- Store in a cool, dry place - Avoid harsh chemicals that may damage paint - Handle gently to prevent chips or
cracks

Conclusion

Identifying Creek Chub lures requires an understanding of their historical context, distinctive features, and
subtle variations across different models. By paying close attention to shape, size, coloration, hardware, and
unique markings, collectors and anglers can accurately determine specific lure models. Whether for collecting
or fishing purposes, mastering Creek Chub lure identification enriches the experience and appreciation of this
classic American tackle manufacturer. With patience and careful examination, enthusiasts can uncover the
stories and craftsmanship behind each lure, ensuring they are treasured for generations to come.

Creek Chub Lure Identification: A Comprehensive Guide for Collectors and Enthusiasts The world of vintage
fishing tackle is a fascinating blend of history, craftsmanship, and nostalgia. Among the many iconic brands,
Creek Chub stands out as a cornerstone of American lure manufacturing, renowned for its innovative designs
and durable craftsmanship. For collectors, anglers, and historians alike, accurately identifying Creek Chub
lures is essential—not only for valuation but also for understanding the evolution of lure design. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of Creek Chub lure identification, offering detailed insights
into their history, distinctive features, key models, markings, and tips for authentication.

Origin and Historical Significance of Creek Chub Lures

Founded in 1911 by William K. Ketchum Sr., Creek Chub Manufacturing Company quickly gained a reputation
for producing high-quality fishing lures designed to attract various freshwater species. Based in Garrett,



Indiana, Creek Chub became a household name among anglers during the early to mid-20th century, partly
due to their innovative designs that mimicked baitfish and other prey effectively. During the 1920s through
the 1950s, Creek Chub introduced numerous models that have since become highly collectible. Their lures are
distinguished not only by their effectiveness but also by their distinctive aesthetic qualities, which reflect the
design trends and technological capabilities of their time. Recognizing and identifying these lures accurately
requires understanding their manufacturing history, the materials used, and the subtle differences between
models.

Key Features for Creek Chub Lure Identification

Proper identification begins with careful examination of physical attributes. Several features serve as primary
indicators:

Materials and Construction

- Wood Types: Early Creek Chub lures were primarily made from hardwoods such as balsa, cedar, and
basswood. Over time, some models incorporated plastic components. - Paint and Finishes: Hand-painted
details, often with realistic patterns, are signatures of vintage Creek Chubs. Some lures feature translucent or
metallic finishes. - Hardware: Brass or nickel-plated hardware, including hooks, eyes, and hardware
attachments, are common. The style and placement of these components can help date the lure.

Shape and Size

- Creek Chub produced a variety of models, each with distinctive shapes: - Minnow-style lures: Slim, elongated
bodies mimicking small baitfish. - Pike or Musky lures: Larger, more robust bodies designed for big predator
fish. - Specialized shapes: Such as the "Lip Diver" or "Floaters." - Size ranges from as small as 2 inches to over
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8 inches, with specific models falling within certain dimensions.

Color Patterns

- Classic Creek Chub colors include: - Silver, gold, and bronze metallics - Natural baitfish mimics in black,
white, and gray - Bright, eye-catching colors like red, yellow, and chartreuse - Variations in color schemes can
help differentiate models and production periods.

Markings and Logos

- Many vintage Creek Chub lures are marked with: - "Creek Chub" stamped or printed on the body or
hardware. - Model numbers or names, usually molded or stamped into the lure. - Additional markings
indicating the manufacturing date or batch.

Major Creek Chub Lure Models and How to Identify Them

The diversity of Creek Chub lures can be overwhelming. Here, we categorize some of the most iconic models
and their identifying features.

1. Creek Chub Pikie Series

- Overview: One of the most recognizable and collectible series, the Pikie was introduced in the 1930s. -
Identification Features: - Elongated, slender body with a slight taper. - Metal lip (sometimes brass or copper)
positioned at the front. - Pronounced 3D eyes. - Marked with "Creek Chub" and the model number (e.g., 7000
or 9000). - Common colors: silver, gold, or painted baitfish patterns. - Size Range: Typically 4-6 inches.



2. Creek Chub Jointed Minnow

- Overview: Known for its segmented body allowing a realistic swimming action. - Identification Features: -
Two or three sections joined by metal or plastic connectors. - Hand-painted scales and details. - Often bears
the "Creek Chub" stamp near the tail or belly. - Notable Variations: - Different lip styles—some with lipless
designs. - Variations in size, from small models (~2 inches) to larger ones (~6 inches).

3. Creek Chub Floaters

- Overview: Designed with a floating or suspending action, ideal for surface or shallow water fishing. -
Identification Features: - Rounded or flat-bottomed bodies. - Bright color schemes. - Marked with model
numbers such as 1000 or 2000. - Often have a distinctive "float" or "sinker" weight for buoyancy control.

4. Creek Chub Lip Diver Series

- Overview: Introduced in the 1940s, these lures feature a diving lip for deep water trolling. - Identification
Features: - Large, prominent metal or plastic lip at the front. - Streamlined bodies. - Markings include "Lip
Diver" along with model numbers. - Variations in size correspond to different diving depths.

Markings, Stamps, and Serial Numbers

Accurate lure identification often hinges on understanding markings: - "Creek Chub" Stampings: Usually
embossed or stamped on the body or hardware. - Model Numbers: Often molded into the lure or stamped on
the back; common series include 7000s (Pikie series), 1000s (Floaters), and 2000s (Lip Divers). -
Manufacturing Dates: Some models feature date codes, such as a letter or number indicating the year of
manufacture. - Additional Markings: Some rare models include batch or factory codes, which are valuable for
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dating and authenticity.

Materials and Manufacturing Variations Over Time

Understanding the evolution of manufacturing practices helps in identification: - Pre-WWII Lures: Primarily
hand-painted wooden models with brass hardware. - Post-WWII Era: Introduction of plastic components and
mass production techniques. - Late 20th Century: Transition to more standardized molds, with some models
featuring stamped markings. - Collector’s Tip: Authentic vintage Creek Chubs generally predate the 1970s;

newer reproductions or reissues may feature different materials or markings.

Common Challenges in Creek Chub Lure Identification

Despite the wealth of information available, collectors often face challenges: - Faded or Repaired Paint: Can
obscure markings or original colors. - Reproductions and Reissues: Modern reproductions may closely mimic
vintage models, complicating authentication. - Alterations: Replaced hardware or repainting can mislead
identification efforts. - Missing Components: Absence of hardware, eyes, or lips can make identification more
difficult. To combat these challenges, collectors are encouraged to consult expert guides, reference
photographs, and join dedicated forums or clubs specializing in vintage Creek Chub lures.

Tips for Authenticating and Valuing Creek Chub Lures

- Examine Construction Quality: Authentic vintage lures display high craftsmanship, with detailed paintwork
and sturdy hardware. - Check Markings and Model Numbers: Cross-reference with known catalogs or
reference books. - Assess Patina and Wear: Genuine older lures show signs of age consistent with their era. -
Compare to Reproduction Models: Reproductions often use different materials or lack specific markings. -



Consult Experts: When in doubt, seek opinions from reputable collectors or appraisers.

Conclusion

Creek Chub lure identification is a meticulous process that combines knowledge of historical manufacturing
practices, keen observation of physical features, and familiarity with model variations. For collectors and
enthusiasts, mastering this skill enhances appreciation for these classic fishing artifacts and ensures accurate
valuation. Whether you're uncovering hidden gems in a tackle box or building a curated collection,
understanding the nuances of Creek Chub lures enriches the experience and deepens your connection to the
storied history of American tackle craftsmanship. By paying attention to materials, markings, shapes, and
historical context, you can confidently identify and date Creek Chub lures, preserving their legacy for
generations to come.

Questions & Answers About creek chub lure identification

No Question Answer
1 How can I identify a vintage Creek Vintage Creek Chub lures often feature specific markings such
Chub lure from its markings? as the 'Creek Chub' logo embossed on the back or belly, along

with a model number or name. Checking for these details, along
with the paint pattern and hardware, can help accurately
identify the lure.

2 What are the most common Creek Some of the most popular Creek Chub models among collectors
Chub lure models used by include the Pikie, Sonic, and Little Joe series, renowned for their
collectors? distinctive designs and historical significance in fishing lure

history.
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3 How do I differentiate between Authentic Creek Chub lures typically have detailed engravings,
authentic Creek Chub lures and high-quality paint, and original hardware. Reproductions may
reproductions? lack fine details, have different materials, or inconsistent
markings. Examining the weight, markings, and overall
craftsmanship can help distinguish originals from reproductions.

4 What are the key features to look for | Key features include the specific shape and size of the lure, the
in a Creek Chub lure for color pattern, the presence of the Creek Chub logo or model
identification? number, and the hardware type. Authentic models often have

unique paint schemes and detailed craftsmanship.

5 Are there any online resources or Yes, several online forums, collector websites, and dedicated
guides for Creek Chub lure guides, such as the Creek Chub Collectors Association, offer
identification? detailed information and visuals to assist in identifying and

valuing Creek Chub lures.

6 How can I date my Creek Chub lure | Dating your Creek Chub lure can be done by examining the
based on its features? model number, paint patterns, hardware style, and markings.
Collector guides and reference books often provide timelines
correlating specific features with production years, helping you
approximate the age of your lure.

streamer fishing lure, vintage creek chub, fishing tackle identification, creek chub bait, antique fishing lure,
creek chub lure catalog, collectible fishing lure, creek chub lure value, fishing lure guide, creek chub lure
patterns
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